
Outline for Susan Kennedy’s Oil Landscape Class                                           
Email me at kennedyartstudio@bellsouth. net to get on my waiting list for this upcoming landscape class! 

After August 2011 you should be able to sign up by calling the Forsyth County Parks and Recreation 

Department at 770 781-2215. Class will be Wednesdays 10 to Noon beginning January 18, 2012 at 

Midway Park. 

Note: go to http://susankennedy.com/KennedySupplyList.pdf  to get the supply 

list for both Oil and Watercolor classes with Susan or see the list at the end of 

this document. 

Summary: 

Susan’s Oil Landscape Class will be a six-week session, with classes 

meeting once a week for a two-hour painting workshop. In each class, we 

will begin with discussions of techniques in oil, and we will spend most of 

ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƪŜǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ммέ Ȅ 

мпέ ƻǊ мсέ Ȅ нлέ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ “direct painting” method. Direct 

painting, or alla prima painting, is a painting method which minimizes 

layering; the focus is on painting each section of a composition 

individually, blending the edges of each shape against the still-wet edges of other shapes.   

 

You will need to bring all of your materials to class, including a canvas panel or stretched canvas of your 

choice (whether you choose a smaller or a larger size depends on how much you feel you can tackle in one 

day!) I will provide photographs and reference materials for students to share, if they are choosing to paint 

the project of the day along with me. You may feel free to work on your own project, but may find that 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  

 

On the pages following you can see the demonstration paintings which were used during the last session, 

and similar ones will be demos for the six paintings of this winter session. These are my own original work, 

and you can see reference photos which were used as their inspiration.  

 

Feel free to call me if you have any questions about the class, or call Forsyth County Parks and Recreation 

Department at 770 781-2215 to sign up.  

 

 

 

http://susankennedy.com/KennedySupplyList.pdf


 

Class 1: Learning about Direct Painting and Painting a Landscape with a Tree: 

We will be working on 

this simple landscape 

of a tree, discussing 

the direct painting 

method and how it 

encourages blended 

edges; we’ll also 

discuss color mixing, 

especially greens for a 

natural landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2: Working with Sky and Cloud Colors and Shapes 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be working on this 

simple landscape which 

focuses on the blending, wet-

into-wet, of greys and whites 

into the blue of a Western 

sky. 

 

 



 

Class 3: Working with Light and Shadow on a Snowy Scene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This painting can benefit from a medium-tone 

underpainting in a gold or peach color, which will make 

our scraping or scratching technique for the branches  

especially effective. There will also be a discussion of 

other techniques for convincing painting of tiny details 

like twigs. 

 

Class 4: Varying the Direct Painting Method to Include Layering in Painting Water 

 

 

 

 

This demo will include a 

modified approach to our 

Direct Painting method: 

we will work on thinner 

layers of paint in the background areas of the trees 

and in the dark colors of the water before painting the 

topmost layers wet-into-wet. 

 



 

 

Class 5: Mixing Dark Colors and Learning New Colors for Skies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This demo tackles some 

new sky colors and the 

difficult mixing of beautiful 

darks for a low light 

landscape situation. 

 

 

 

Class 6: Achieving Depth With Varying Thicknesses of Paint in a Broad View Landscape 

This landscape moves us 

downward from the top areas of 

clear thin paint for the sky, 

through paler thin sections of 

greyed and blued colors, to 

thicker applications of paint 

which give a sense of distance. 

We will discuss loading our brush 

with several colors to have lively 



and thick foreground brushwork. 

 

Supply List for Susan’s Oil Painting Class: 

(contact Susan at 770 617 6004 or susan@susankennedy.com with questions) 
--Buy these or similar colors in either Traditional Oil Paints (like ñWintonò brand) , OR Water Mixable Oil 

Paints (like the ñArtisanò brand), OR !ƭƪȅŘ άhƛƭέ tŀƛƴǘǎ (like ñGriffinò brand available at Blick ï Susan 

uses these ñGriffinò Alkyds): 
Ultramarine Blue 
Cerulean Blue (or a brighter blue of some sort) 
Winsor Yellow (a basic yellow) 
Winsor Red (a warm bright red) 
Alizarin Crimson (a cooler red) 
Large tube of Titanium White 
Ivory Black 
Permanent Sap Green 
Van Dyke Brown 
--Lidded Palette with Palette Paper (you can use Styrofoam plates as a substitute if you like) 
--Lidded Jar for Odorless Mineral Spirits or Turpenoid 
--Odorless Mineral Spirits or Turpenoid 
--11 x 14 canvas or 16 x 20 canvas  ς one for each weekly class  
--Several brushes:  

ѻέ ŀƴŘ ѹέ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ŦƭŀǘǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōǊƛǎǘƭŜ ƻǊ ƎƻƭŘ ƴȅƭƻƴ 
ҁέ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǊ мέ ǿƛŘŜ ƘƻƎ ōǊƛǎǘƭŜ ŦƭŀǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ wƻōŜǊǘ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎ ά{ƛƎƴŜǘέ hƛƭ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ .ǊǳǎƘ 
Detail brush, gold nylon type 
Fan brush, if desired 
Any other brushes you have! 
--Small rags  


