
Outline for Susan Kennedy’s Watercolor 

Landscape Class                                           
Email me at kennedyartstudio@bellsouth. net to get on my 

waiting list for this upcoming landscape class! After August 

2011 you should be able to sign up by calling the Forsyth 

County Parks and Recreation Department at 770 781-2215. 

The Thursday sessions will be 1-3 PM Thursdays at 

Midway Park, starting September 1 and October 6; 

and a Tuesday session from 1-3 PM at Sharon Springs 

Park will start on January 17, 2012. Some of the 

sessions have skip dates, and all are either 5 or 6 

week sessions. 

Note: go to http://susankennedy.com/KennedySupplyList.pdf  to get the supply list for both Oil and 

Watercolor classes with Susan or see the list at the end of this document. 

Summary: 

{ǳǎŀƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊ Landscape Class will be a six-week session, with classes meeting once a 

week for a two-hour painting workshop. In each class, we will begin with discussions of 

techniques in traditional watercolor on paper. Each class will begin with a mini exercise on 

learning a new brushwork technique, a mini exercise on one landscape element, and one or 

two larger and more developed landscape exercises which put into practice some of the 

techniques discussed.  

You will need to bring all of your materials to class, I will provide photographs and reference 

materials for students to share, if they are choosing to paint the project of the day along 

ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

if you work on the exercises with the class.  

On the pages following you can see some examples which show the sorts of landscape 

elements we will be working on for the six classes of this spring session. These are my own 

original work, and you will be able to see similar (but greatly simplified) finished paintings at 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

Feel free to call me if you have any questions about the class, or call Forsyth County Parks 

and Recreation Department at 770 781-2215 to sign up.  

http://susankennedy.com/KennedySupplyList.pdf


 

Class 1: PAINTING SHAPES WET INTO WET ς SOFT TREE SHAPES AGAINST A SKY 

 

This class is an introduction to the fluidity and softness of watercolor. It will include a 

discussion and mini demonstration of the four major watercolor techniques and their uses 

(wet on wet, wet on dry, dry on wet, and dry on dry), and we will arrange our palettes and 

work on some skies and wet into wet shapesΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƳƛȄƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ 

ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƳƛȄƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΤ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άōƭƻƻƳǎέ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊǳƴǎ 

and how to use them or avoid them. A simplified version of the above landscapes will be the 

large exercise for this day.  

 

Class 2: PAINTING TREE FOLIAGE: HANDLING YOUR BRUSH FOR CONVINCING SHAPES 

PAINTED WET ON DRY  

 

 

 

 

 

This class will begin with 

a mini demonstration of 

wet-on-dry and dry-on-

dry (drybrush) techniques as applied to foliage. We 

will then move on to painting a sky, letting it dry, and 



then painting wet and dry on the finished sky. A simplified version of the trees in the above 

thumbnails will be the large exercise for this day.  

 

Class 3: PAINTING SKIES AND CLOUDS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This class will begin with a mini exercise on different approaches to clouds, and the color 

mixing challenges in painting skies and clouds. The above illustrations will be the inspiration 

for the larger demo of the day in this class. 

 

Class 4: PAINTING WATER AND WAVES WET-IN-WET AND WET-ON-DRY 

Bleeding one color into another to create 

beautiful waterwill be the focus of this class. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƭƻǊ 

blending, and will proceed with a simplified 



version of the seascape thumbnail at 

right for the larger exercise of the 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class 5: PAINTING LANDSCAPE BACKGROUNDS AND SNOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This class will begin with a mini demonstration 

on lifting color; we will do small exercises on 

mixing neutral colors for backgrounds, and will 

then do a larger demo based on a simplified 

version of these snow scenes, in order to 

practice the use of crisp wet on dry color in 

placing convincing shadows. 

 

 

 

Class 6: PAINTING LAYERS OF HILLS AND GRASS: 

 

 

 

 



This class will begin with mini 

exercises on grass brushwork and 

color mixing for various grass and 

shrub types. It will continue on with a 

larger exercise which pulls together 

the process of creating a landscape 

from sky down to far background, 

through the layers of a middle ground, 

finishing with a grassy foreground. We will use a hair dryer at different points to dry our 

paintings in preparation for the next stage.  This class is meant to show in miniature the 

process of quickly laying in elements of a landscape and bringing it all together for a finished 

whole.  

 

Optional Material: WORKING WITH 

GOUACHE: If time permits, this class 

material will be covered. This lesson shows 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ άōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎέ 

with opaque watercolor, or gouache. Using 

white gouache for sea foam and a pale 

gouache background color in a woodsy 

landscape will illustrate the body and power 

that some opacity can lend, if used carefully! 

 

 

 

 



Optional Material: FOCUS ON TREE MODELING AND LEAVES: these demos will dive into the 

use of darks and modeling to 

create moving passages of depth 

and convincing bold color in tree 

areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Watercolor Supply List for Susanôs class  (contact Susan at770 617 
6004 or email  
susan@susankennedy.com with questions) 
Buy these or similar colors in artist grade TUBE watercolorsï Susan uses Blickôs 
store brand and Winsor 

and Newton brand): 
Ultramarine Blue 
Cerulean Blue (or a brighter blue of some sort) 
Transparent Yellow or Aureolin (a basic yellow) 
Alizarin Crimson (a cool red) 
Quinacridone Red (a bright pink red) 
Titanium White 
Paynes Grey 
Permanent Sap Green or Olive Green 
Burnt Sienna 
Watercolor Palette (larger is nicer!) 
Two Containers for Water (cool whip containers are fine) 
22ò x 30ò sheets of Arches or Fabriano cotton watercolor paper cut into 15ò x 
22ò sheets OR pad or 

block of all -cotton watercolor paper like A rches or Fabriano in approx. 16 x 20 size 
Several brushes:  

ѻέ ŀƴŘ ѹέ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊ ŦƭŀǘǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƎƻƭŘ ƴȅƭƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜ 
ҁέ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǊ мέ ǿƛŘŜ ƴȅƭƻƴ Ŧƭŀǘ 
Detail brushes, gold or white nylon types 
Nylon Fan brush, if desired 
Any other brushes you have! 
Paper towels  


